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ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYOR  Well, | want
to wel cone everybody for being here, and thank
everybody for being here, and if there are any
folks out in the hallway, if you don't mnd
pl ease asking themto conme in. As chairman for
this nmeeting of the Apportionnent Board, |
officially now call the neeting to order

Let me first send the apol ogi es of
the Governor to you. His wife had a
hysterectony yesterday, and apparently
everything went well, but they were waiting on
results fromsone |ab work to cone back today.
So, after our neeting this norning in Beebe,
he went back to Little Rock, and then Sharon
and | went to Jonesboro and now here in Forrest
Cty. And it is great to be here.

W want to thank all you all for being
here. This is a process that is really vitally

important to our denocracy. It is truly the
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essence of our governnent that we should all be
represented at the state level. And that is
what this is all about. Arkansas is the only
state in the union who does apportionnment this
way. Every state does it in sone way or
anot her, but Arkansas is the only one that does
it this way. Mst use the |egislature, sone
have a special conmm ssion.

But under the Arkansas Constitution,
t he Governor, who is the chief executive
officer, the Secretary of State, who is the
chief elections officer, and the Attorney
CGeneral, who is the chief legal officer for the
state, all sit down after the census and they
redraw all the state House and Senate
districts.

There are sone housekeeping details
we need to address before we get under way. The
format wll be, Sharon and | will nake sone
opening comments. And really, what we are here
for is to listen, and we would invite your
comments. Anyone who has anything to say,
pl ease feel free to get up and say it.
Probably what we will ask you to do is get by

this m crophone maybe here, there seens to be
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anot her one over there, but for right now,
let's say this m crophone here. (Indicating.)

Pl ease identify yourself for the
record, because we have a court reporter here
who is taking down every word that is said
today. This is an official proceeding of the
state governnent, State of Arkansas. So,
pl ease state your nane, preferably where you
are from for the record so that we will have a
record of that.

One thing | need to enphasize, and
| know Sharon will, too, is what you see
here are two maps, Senate draft, House draft.
The inportant word there is "draft". These are
not engraved in stone. There is nothing about
these that isn't on the table and subject to
change. But what our staffs have done, and we
need to take our hats off to the staff. A |ot
of you all have talked to the staff. | see
three or four people out here who before the
nmeeting told me they have talked with the staff
of the Apportionnment Board or our individual
staff.

And what the staff has done is, they have

taken all the information, all the suggestions
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they could, they tried to put it through their
filter, and Butch Reeves in just a nonment wl|
share sone of the criteria that we considered
in drawi ng these maps. But they put it down,
and finally they just had to put on it paper.

And we totally understand that there
will be some people as we go through this
11 city tour and this regional tour all
over the State of Arkansas, we conpletely
understand that there will be sone people who
woul d I'i ke to see some changes. And we fully
antici pate sone people here who will want to
see sone changes, and for very good reasons.

So, we are here to listen, to try to | ook at
your suggestions, and | ook at our maps, and you
will see, Sharon and | have maps, spread out

all over the tables here.

But one thing we put up here for you, just
so you wll know, is we put the Senate draft as
it is now, the draft, for the proposed draft,
but under it, we put the existing systemthat
we have right now in place, the one that has
been in place for the last ten years. The sane
with the House. You see the color map is the

2001 proposal, and again, draft, and down here,
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you see what was in place for all of the 1990s,
and the election 2000. So, for those of you
who are interested, you will see how things
have changed.

There is one thing that you need to
understand and keep in mnd. And that is that
t he popul ation in Arkansas has shifted. And you
can see this as conpared on these sets of maps.

But basically, the growth in Arkansas'
popul ation in the last ten years has been in
Central Arkansas. This is a generality, but it
has been, generally speaking, in Central
Arkansas and in the north and western part of
Ar kansas.

And so, what that neans is, even though
some counties over here didn't grow at all, or
maybe sonme few shrunk in popul ation, sone grew
quite a bit, but the overall state average is
13.8 percent -- 13.7 percent overall growth.
So, if you stayed the sane, relatively
speaking, that is Iike shrinking 13 percent, if
t hat makes sense. And so, what you will see,
as reflected in these maps, is in order to get
t he popul ation in South and East Arkansas, and

sonme other parts of the state, but in South and
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East Arkansas, generally, what you see is that
the legislative districts have to grow in size,
t hey have to expand to get nore popul ation so
they can neet the nunbers that they need to
neet .

And to let you know, the nunbers for
a House district, the optinml nunber is 26, 734.
The optimal nunber for a Senate district is
76, 383. So, what you are seeing here, conpared
to this map, is larger districts
geographically, and what you are seeing in
Central and really in Northwest Arkansas are
smal l er districts geographically, because their
popul ati on has gotten denser.

What | would like to do is turn it
over to Sharon for a few coments, and then we
will proceed with our neeting.

SECRETARY OF STATE SHARON PRI EST: Wl |,
Mar k, since you said everything that | usually
say, | get to tell your story. This is a story
that Mark has told. One of the reasons that we
do this is because we feel that it is very
i nportant to denocracy and very inportant to
the state that we have your input. And Mark

had received just about as nuch input as he

PETRE' S STENOGRAPH SERVI CE
(501) 834-2352




© 00 N o o A~ w N P

oo o o0 F F F B F F F F F F
aa A W N P O © 00 N o 0o M W N+, O

could handl e one day. So, he thought he woul d
call one of the senators and play a little
trick on him

And so, he said, "Senator, | just want to
| et you know that we have done away with your
district, you don't have a district anynore.
Your col |l eague to the east, he wanted that
part, one part of it, and your colleague to the
west wanted the other half. So, we took care
of that." So, the senator said, "Well, Mrk,
let me tell you about ny coll eague to the east.
He is a shyster, his father was before him
al ways has, always will be. And that guy to
the west, well, he is just there to line his
own pockets. He never goes to his neetings,
and | amthe one that has to vote for him nost
of the time."

Well, at this point, Mark thinks, "Oh,
| think this conversation has gone a little bit
too far." "Senator, Senator, | amsorry, | was
only kidding, it was a joke, just a joke." He
said, "Well, Mark, | don't understand how you
could let ne talk about ny two best friends
that way." So, see, this tine, | get the

| augh.
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ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYOR: That is
good, that is good.

SECRETARY OF STATE SHARON PRI EST:  So,
anyway, really, we want you to know that this
is a draft plan. The lines are not drawn
in concrete, and we anticipate changes in them

| think it is good for our state that we
had an increase in growh. But as Mark
expl ained, it created sonme chall enges,
particularly in areas of the state that
| ost popul ation, because the increase for
a Senate district was about -- the ideal Senate
district was about 9,300, and the ideal House
district had to grow by about 3,200 peopl e.
So, you can see, if you have |ost popul ation,
how chal | engi ng that coul d be.

W -- | want to commend the staff who have
wor ked very hard. Wen they sat down to draw
lines, staff fromall three offices were
together. Tonight, | amjust going to go in
the order that they are sitting here. Larry
Crane from Mark's office, Tim Hunphries fromny
of fice, and Butch Reeves fromthe Governor's
office. And there were others that you have

probably tal ked to and have seen. And in fact,
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Greg Fielding was here tonight.

But they have al ways wor ked together on
drawing the lines. It has been a very good
system we have been able to conme forward with
one plan. And | don't anticipate that
changi ng, based on the tine line that we are
| ooking at. And the tine line that we are
| ooking at is to have a neeting of the Board of
Apportionnment and have a plan filed by Labor
Day. Pretty aggressive, but that is what we
are | ooking at right now.

So, we feel that you are a very inportant
part of this. W want you to be aware that
when you look at this plan, it is not a
two-year plan, it is not a four-year plan, it
is a ten-year plan. And you need to be | ooking
out for the best interest of your community.
And that is what we are |ooking to hear from
you tonight, what you think is the best way
to follow the one person, one vote, and
gi ve you appropriate representation for
the next ten years. Thank you.

ATTORNEY GENERAL PRYOR: Thank you.

The way we will proceed here is, we wll

| et Butch Reeves, the Governor's |egal counsel,
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and one of the staff menbers of

t he Apportionnent Board to explain some of the
criteria that we use and sone of the process
and sone of those details. And then, Butch wll
open the floor for coments. And |like | said,
if you could please renenber to identify
yourself for the court reporter, that would be
great. So, Butch?

MR. COLAN REEVES: This process really
began in the fall. The staff, we took a tour
of the state and went to 13 places, heard
comments before we had ever gotten any nunbers
or drawn any maps. W got the nunbers in
March, we started probably the third week of
April with the conputer system and we have
been at it every since. These maps you see were
finalized July 2nd, it took us a while to get
themprinted, big plotter printers takes a
while. And that is the process we got through.

The United States Constitution says in
this process, we should do one person, one
vote, as the federal courts and U.S. Suprene
Court have interpreted it. That is why 76, 383
for the Senate and 26,734 for the House, as

cl ose to those nunbers as possible, as to
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guar ant ee one person, one vote.
Constitutionally, you are allowed about a five
percent | eeway on the top end and five percent
on the bottomend. So, if you are on the House
side, 25,000 sonething is okay and 27, 000
sonmething is okay, as long as you are within
that range. But we tried to stick to the
actual nunmbers as nuch as possi bl e.
The Arkansas Constitution just says

that the Board can't make a deci sion
arbitrarily. That nmeans what guidelines
did they use? As long as they have guidelines,
it is not arbitrary. And the guidelines are
real -- pretty much set out by the U S. Suprene
Court in these types of cases. And those are,
conpactness. |If you can get a district
conpact, you should do so. For instance,

Nort hwest Arkansas, because the people are
concentrated, you can have a conpact district.

Now, that doesn't nmean that a Senate district
or a House district over here isn't conpact
sinply because it is bigger, it is as conpact
as you can get it to get the 26,734 in the
district.

Contiguity, that just neans they touch.
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Preservation of political subdivisions, such as
cities and counties. W tried our best to keep
cities and counties whole, unless you were
bi gger than 26,734, and we had to split you.
Sonme cities are split for other reasons, not
just nunbers. The other thing we tried to do
is preservation of conmunities of interest.
For instance, does this town have anything in
common with this towm if we |lunp them together
in a Senate district? That was one
consideration we tried. Wat does this county
and this county and this county have in common,
and would they fit together? That is something
el se we | ooked at.

The preservation of the cores of existing
districts, which takes into account incunbents.
That is sonething that the courts have said
you can take into account. How does the
district | ook now, how many people do they
need, and how do we nake that happen, Senate
and House size? It wasn't always possible to
keep the districts |looking like they did. Term
l[imts hel ped us square up sone districts that
| ooked kind of convoluted. And we tried to do

that, if possible.
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The other thing is conpliance with Section
Two of the Voting Rights Act is a consideration
that the Board has to take into account and
shoul d take into account in draw ng the
districts. That is really where we start ed.
There wasn't any other criteria than that, and
we started drawing the districts. And
honestly, once you are on the conputer and you
start drawi ng, you kind of |ose a blind eye
sonetines to where you are and you have to zoom
out and say, "Wuat county aml even in," in
getting the precincts. W did it based on the
precinct |evel, the precincts as reported by
your clerk to the U S. Census Bureau, that is
t he nunbers we had to use.

So, with that in mnd, we would |ike
to hear your comrents about what you |ike, what
you don't like. There are two suggested
changes that were handed out, one on the House
side and one on the Senate side. Those are not
in these plans, they were suggested after the
pl ans were drawn up as proposals for the Board
to |l ook at. That doesn't mean we will | ook at
t hose, that doesn't nean they will be part of

the plan, we are just going to consider them
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So, if you would go to that m ke, who
wants to be first? GCkay. Go ahead. And so,
if soneone wants to follow himand go ahead and
nove to that side of the roomand line up, it
woul d nmake the process a | ot snoother and
faster.

MR. FRANK BARTON: M nane is Frank
Barton, | amthe city clerk and treasurer from
Marion, Arkansas. There m ght have been two
suggestions over here, now there are going to
be three.

ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYCR  Ckay.

MR, FRANK BARTON: So, | would like
to tal k about Senate Districts 16 and 17, the
concern that I had when | |ooked at it. And |
have got sone -- | wll just talk about the
things that | do not |ike about them And I
will try and point fromhere, and if | have to,
| wll nmove up and give it. And then |I have
got a suggestion that will nmake 16 and 17 much
cl eaner for everybody invol ved.

ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYCR  Ckay.

MR. FRANK BARTON: The first thing
about 16 and 17, what it does to Crittenden
County, it cuts Crittenden County in half. It
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is the only county with a popul ation
over 35,000 in the state that this is done to.
It totally ignores the inportance of

Crittenden County. It was the only county in
the delta that had an increase in population in
the last ten years. It has got the | owest
unenpl oynent in the delta. It ignores the
i nportance of West Menphis being the 12th
|argest city in the state. It cuts West
Menphis basically in half. And | see no rhyne
or reason why this has to be done.

It does -- | think this plan ignores
traditional political subdivisions. It
cuts Crittenden County in half, St. Francis
County in half, and Lee County in half. And it
doesn't have to be done that way. Those
counties could remain intact. It is pretty
convoluted howit is done, howit is drawn
around West Menphis and it goes up into
Crittenden County and it cones out and it | ooks
like it takes in part of St. Francis. And it
is a nightmare for the county clerks to keep up
with where the voting Iines are.

And | know what happens in Crittenden

County as it is now People cone to vote and
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they don't know what senator they are supposed
to go vote for. They think they are going to
vote for one, and conme to the line at the pol
and they find it is sonebody el se, and they
becone di senfranchi sed and they | eave and they
don't vote because of that. But the

lines are bizarrely drawn, there is no rel evant
sense or purpose about it. And in nmy opinion,
it decreases communities of interest by
splitting these three inportant counties in the
del t a.

Now, | am not a cartographer, as people
that followed ny directions over here today
woul d probably attest to, but I ama nunbers
cruncher and | can count. And you can take
Crittenden County in its entirety, Cross County
inits entirety, and part of Wodruff County
and make a Senate district out of it. And you
turn around and take St. Francis inits
entirety, Lee County in its entirety, Mnroe
County in its entirety, and that part of
Phillips County that you have al ready got there
and make a Senate district out of that.

| have got nunbers here, and | wll

pass themout and I will |eave themup here, as
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well. What that will do, instead of splitting
four counties, you will only split two,
Phillips, which is already split with the

Hel ena, West Hel ena area, and Wodruff County,
whi ch only has 8,741 people, and it is not
going to be a mpjority in any district that it
is involved in. You will keep Crittenden, St.
Francis, and Lee Counties conpletely intact.
You will keep Forrest City and West Menphis
conpletely intact and in their counties.

You will preserve the black majority
district that it looks like 16 was intended to
do. That black majority district will still be
there. It is reasonably and sensibly drawn, it
is well-defined and has understandabl e |ines.
It won't affect any other Senate district. All
we are tal king about is 16 and 17, it doesn't
do anything with anybody el se around there.

It is contiguous, the lines are drawn

al ong existing political boundaries, it

i ncreases comunities of interest, and it has
conpactness, and it is sonething that could be
done. And | would, you know, urge the Board to
| ook at it.

And | will give you nmy nunbers that | have
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counted up, and if you have got any questions
about it, I will be happy to discuss it.
ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYCR  Thanks you
MR. CLAN REEVES: Who wants to be next?
M5. EDA CLAIRE SLABAUGH: My nane is
Eda C aire Sl abaugh, and | amthe mayor of
Parkin in Cross County. | would just like to
appeal to you to please keep Parkin in Cross
County. Parkin is a 1,600 popul ated town, we
are across Crow ey's Ridge, we have al ways been
a part of Cross County in every way. W are a
very close-knit county. In fact, presently, we
are working to be an ace county. | just appeal
to you -- | don't have anything agai nst the
other districts or anything, but I would just
like to see Parkin stay with Cross County.
ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYOR:  You are
tal ki ng about on the House side?
MR. OLAN REEVES: You are tal king about
t he House district, right?
V5. EDA CLAI RE SLABAUGH: That is right.
Thanks.
MR. CLAN REEVES: Thank you. Who wants to
be next? Don't be bashful.
ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYCR If you al
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want to, just conme on down and |ine up

MR. OLAN REEVES: Yeah. [|If you want
to come on down and get in line, that will be
certainly appropriate.

MR JOHN GRIFFEE: | am John Giffee,
el ection conm ssioner of Crittenden County. |
want to help her out. She wants Parkin
in Cross County and I want Parkin in Cross
County, because | believe that the -- and | am
tal ki ng about House seats, strictly House
seats.

MR. OLAN REEVES: Right.

MR. JOHN GRIFFEE: Crittenden County
is the ideal population to have two intact
House seats in that county. |If you will check
the figures, you will see | amright. West
Menphis is the right size to have a House
menber solely representing West Menphis. The
rest of the county could represent the other
two. That would be two seats in the grow ng
area of the delta at this time. Also, it
appears, as you check down the line on the
House seats, otherwise, if you did do the two
Houses in Crittenden County, then that part of

Cross County woul d be avail able for that House
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seat over there.

Now, when we start, though, on how
the rest of the area is lined up after you take
t hose two, you have got, to ne, it
i s an obvi ous gerrymandering, because you start
up in the southern part of M ssissippi County
with a district that is 61 percent mnority,
the next district down belowit is 71 percent
mnority, the next district, which is 63, and
in Crittenden County, it is 77 percent white.
The next district down in Lee County is 63
percent mnority, and the last county, in
Phillips, it is 59 percent mnority. That, to
me i s class gerrymanderi ng.

MR. DODD DAGCETT: Attorney General Pryor,
Secretary Priest, nmy nane is Dodd Daggett, and
| am an attorney from Mari anna. And | spoke
wi th your commttee several nonths ago when you
were in Helena. The thing that concerns ne is
what this gentleman just spoke about, and that
is racial gerrymandering. As | |ook at the
nunbers and try to crunch them and tel
sonet hi ng about them it appears that you have
taken Senate District 16, and you have pl aced

that 32 percent white district.
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| f you have these nunbers at your
conputer, sir, would you kick those up on the
Board? Can you do that with your conputer?
Can you just give ne the breakdown, for
exanple, in Senate District 16, what is your
breakdown of black and white, please? W
calculations led nme to believe in Senate 16, as
you have drawn it, you had 32 percent white,

65 percent bl ack, which, and three percent
ot her.

MR. REEVES:. That is right.

MR. DODD DAGGETT: There is a man shaking
his head. That is all right. Fine. It is ny
under standing that the Suprenme Courts -- our
Suprene Court, the United States Suprene Court,
has had about ten cases in the |ast year.

MR. OLAN REEVES: (Indicated yes.)

MR. DODD DAGGETT: You are shaking
your head like |I hope you have read these
things. And basically, they are telling
you that if you draw these lines with race as a
factor, you are going to get sued. Does
everybody understand that? The secretary is
not shaking her head either way. | nean, that

is --
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SECRETARY OF STATE SHARON PRI EST: |
am listening, M. Daggett.

VR, DODD DAGCGETT: Very good. | am
gl ad you are, because | can't tell that you are
listening to me when | ook at the things you
all have drawn. As | look at them it appears
that you are deliberately drawing districts to
create mnority districts. |Is that what you
are
doi ng?

SECRETARY OF STATE SHARON PRI EST: In sone
cases.

ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYOR: Well, we are
trying to conply with the | aw.

VMR, DODD DAGGETT: Well, you understand
the law, and the case is -- | think I have
given it to all of your assistants one other
tinme.

MR. OLAN REEVES: (Indicated yes.)

MR. DODD DAGGETT: | amgetting another
head shake over there, "Yes." |Is that if you
use race as the predom nant factor for draw ng
these lines, you are violating the law. And it
seens to nme when | | ook at the figures that we

have, when | |l ook at, for exanple, Crittenden
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County, it says it is basically 50 percent
white, 47 percent black. | look at St. Francis
County, it says it is 48 percent white, 49
percent black. Lee County appears to be 41
percent white, 75 percent bl ack.

UNI DENTI FI ED MAN:  No.

MR. DODD DAGGETT: Is that wong?

UNI DENTI FI ED MAN:  The nunbers don't
add up.

UNI DENTI FI ED MAN:  Where is that other
25 percent of the popul ation?

MR. DODD DAGCGETT: That other 25 percent?

Al right. Well, let's go back and let's

| ook. | got these off the conputer. Ckay. |
came up with, in Lee County, 41 percent white,
57 percent bl ack.

UNI DENTI FI ED MAN:  That is better.

MR. DODD DAGGETT: And there are sone
others thrown in there. Phillips County, |
have got 39 percent white, 59 percent bl ack.
But the problemthat concerns ne, the problem
that concerns me, if ny math is correct,
is that you have drawn your Senate seat so that
it is deliberately drawn 65 percent black. And

there is nowhere near -- that figure doesn't
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reach anywhere you try. Now, ny question to you
is, why did you do that?

ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYOR:  Well, we
are here today to listen. | nean, we are
trying to conply with all the |aws, the Voting
Rights Act, we are trying to conply with all of
the U S. Suprenme Court decisions which you have
mentioned. | don't know if you nentioned the
nost recent one, the one that cane out just a
few nont hs ago. You know, we are tal king about
t hat you could consider race and, you know, |
think -- I amnot sure that we, as the
Apportionnment Board, agree with your
interpretation of the |aw

But you know, we will just have to see. |
mean, we are going to do the best that we can.

W are going to try to take everybody's

consi derations, everybody's thoughts, and

we are going to try to take everybody --
everybody's ideas, sit down, and try to
draw t hese things the best we can, and hope we
do the right thing for the state.

MR. LARRY CRANE: M. Chairnan,
don't believe that M. Daggett understands that

this is the staff's reconmmendati on. The Board
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has not made any decisions yet at all.

MR. DODD DAGCGETT: That is excellent. | am
delighted to hear that. And if the three
el ected officials that actually get to make the
deci sion, the Arkansas Law Review, and your
assistant has it, | know !l gave it to him an
excellent article that deals with everything
about it. | understand there is a new case out
fromthe Suprenme Court. But neverthel ess --
| wll use your quote. In the first
meeting that you held, | think the Governor was
addressing the group and you nmade a statenent
that you wanted to do basically what was fair,
and on two occasions you said, "W are going to
follow the | aw. '

ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYOR  Right.

MR DODD DAGCGETT: That was your
instructions to your staff and everyone el se's,
"Let's follow the | aw. "

ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYOR  Right.

MR. DODD DAGGETT: Well, the |law seens to
be, "Do not racially gerrymand.” | don't think
any of us have any problemw th you drawing a
district by using, say, all of Lee -- |ook at

Phillips County, for exanple, your House draft
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that you have, that is an excellent district.
Everyone in Phillips County that wants to vote
is going to get to vote and no one can conplain
that the lines after been changed because of
race in any way.

It appears that what you have over
here, you have -- or your staff, your
staff, has carved out Forrest City for
sonme reason. And on the House -- on the Senate
seat, you have gone up to the conmunity of West
Menphis, and you have gone up and did a totally

bl ack comunity, or 75 percent conmmunity, you

have done that. Al | amsaying is, avoid that
if you can. No one wants a litigation, no
one wants a lawsuit. If you will read the | aw,

| think you will find that you are not supposed
to do that, and we would ask that you pl ease
not do that.
ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYCR Al right.
MR. DODD DAGGETT: All right. Thank

you for your tine.

MR, BILLY CLAY: | amkind of a short guy
nmysel f.
UNI DENTI FI ED MAN: | hope this doesn't

fall.
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MR BILLY CLAY: | amBilly Cay, | amthe
mayor of the City of Brinkley, | have served 16
years on our Quorum Court. And | tell you,
like both plans, primarily it is purely out of
sel fishness. Monroe County has
been di scri m nated agai nst for about 30 years,
since we got away from our one whole unit.
Monroe County presently is being divided three
ways in the House, and that has been totally
unfair for our county.

On the Senate side, | made that
race, Kevin and I did nmany years ago,
nine counties, tw full, seven parcels,

i npossible. | traveled from Brinkl ey

to McGehee, Arkansas. It took ne a day
and a half just to file. So, | would
just request that you all hunbly consider
| eavi ng Monroe County intact with any

pl ans that you use. Thank you.

ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYOR: In the
draft, it is?

MR BILLY CLAY: Yes.

MR. OLAN REEVES: On bot h.

ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYOR: It is in
both drafts.
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MR, BILLY CLAY: Thank you.

MR. OLAN REEVES: Thank you. Anybody
el se?

MR. REG NALD ROBERTSON: My nane
i s Reginald Robertson from Crittenden County,
Arkansas. And for the record, | am an
African- Anerican, and for the record, | would
like to report that. Part of the question
want to deal with is on the plan, | see sone
probl em areas. | understand fromthe
Constitution -- | ama |awer, too, just like
Daddy is. | have been doing Cvil R ghts Law
for the past 15 years, so, | nore famliar with
some kind of | aws.

The basic issues of the Constitution to be
foll owed is incunbency, conpactness, as that
man said over there, economc factors. Now,
the Suprene Court, in the Kevin Rule (phonic)
deci sion said you have got a right to consider
race as one factor, as long as that is not your
only factor. And so |long as you consider race,
and we have got sone -- we have got sonme Hunt
cases and sone Jeffers cases, so those are the
factors, as well as decisions.

There are -- you have got the incunbency,
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you have to back to the incunbency problens
there, where you see all of these issues.
| don't particularly Iike the plan, either.

But | think those areas have been covered

by the plan there. | see a problemtrying the
conpactness in -- where is that at -- in the
Senate district, well, across fromSt. --
across fromPhillips County going to Jefferson

County, where you were talking about
common interests of them people there.
| believe there is a difference --
you are tal king about different folks. There
are two or three different radio stations
to broadcast the offices, and you are
tal ki ng about different people running a race
like that. | think that -- that needs to
be drawn a | ot easier, closer than what it is
down right there. And | will submt a plan to
you all before you all close down. Thank you.
ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYCR  Ckay.
| f you or anyone el se has a plan or, you
know, whatever, whether it is witing or just a
map with sone |ines, however you want to do
it, please either get it to us today or the

court reporter today, or feel free to mail it
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to us or E-mail it to us, you know, whatever is
conveni ent. Because we are certainly |ooking
for that type of input.

MR. JOSEPH PERRY, JR : Good evening. M
name i s Joseph L. Perry, Jr., | ama resident
of Lee County, | was a plaintiff in the Jeffers
lawsuit, so | will speak fromthe Jeffers
awsuit and fromthe fact that | ama bl ack
representative of Lee County.

The first concern | have is in the
House district in the fact that -- | agree with
the gentleman, | think, fromMarion in the
House, St. Francis be in Phillips County --
well, St. Francis and Crittenden County is
split, and Lee County, for the last three
plans -- or | will say the two plans out of
Jeffers, the first one that was adopted, and
then in 1992, it was re-adopted, because in
1990, | was in a mpjority black district. In
1992, | ended up in a majority white district.

And in both plans, Lee County was split.

Now, the problemis, in Lee County,
you have a rural popul ation that votes one way,
and you have a city popul ation that

historically votes different. And the eastern

PETRE' S STENOGRAPH SERVI CE
(501) 834-2352




© 00 N o o A~ w N P

oo o o0 F F F B F F F F F F
aa A W N P O © 00 N o 0o M W N+, O

32

half of Lee County is a depopul ated area. So,
it doesn't matter where you put the eastern
hal f of Lee County. East of Langston River,
because there is |l ess than 500 people in the
whol e area. And that is not including the
present Brickeys prison, which | amtold by the
mayor that the prison popul ati ons are counted
for voting popul ations.

| needed to ask the commttee a question.

Are the prison popul ation counted in these
pl ans, because they are di senfranchi sed and
can't vote for anybody.

ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYOR: Yes. Let's
et Timanswer that, but the answer is yes.

MR TIMHUWPHRIES: Yes. It is sort of a
sliding scale. And in the districts of this
size, the court have considered the issue
uphel d that you should include prison
popul ati ons.

ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYOR  Right.

MR. JOSEPH PERRY, JR : Well, is any
variance given to the fact that those
peopl e can't vote any kind of way?

MR TIMHUWHRIES: | think that is
what - -
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MR. JOSEPH PERRY, JR.: The second
they are voting age popul ation, and you can't
regi ster themto vote, it is an illusion when
it cones to saying that a district has so nmany
mnority voters when, one, the people who are
in prison are not even residents of the county
they are housed in, there is no continuity in
the sense that if you count that person today,
ADC, the Arkansas Departnent of Corrections,
can nove that person to Cumm ns, Van Nuys,
Texar kana t onorr ow.

| nmean, we have no control over how long a
person is in our county or who they are. But
to say that they are part of the mnority

popul ation, and they can't even register to

vote, is an illusion when it conmes to voting
plans. If that is the case, in Lee County, in
some of your smaller districts, |ike Quorum

Court districts, there probably is enough
peopl e at Brickeys to have their own JP
district in the prison. You understand what |
am sayi ng?

ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYOR  See,
now, well, listen to what Timsaid. He is

tal ki ng about a sliding scale.
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MR TIMHUWPHRIES: That is why it is
a sliding scale. If you have got a smal
district, in Lee County your JP districts are
going to be about 1,500 people.

MR. JOSEPH PERRY, JR : That is right.

MR. TIM HUMPHRI ES: Then you woul d not
count them But in districts this size,
26, 000, where they are sort of absorbed in the
overal | population, the courts that
have consi dered the issue have held that
you should count themin that.

ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYOR: Wl |
| nmean, all we are trying do is follow
t hat | aw.

MR. JOSEPH PERRY, JR.: | understand that.
And all | amsaying is, you
asked for comments, and | am voicing ny
comments that | don't agree with counting the
pri son popul ation as part of the voting
popul ation. Now, | was told that prison
popul ati on was going to be counted for economc
reasons, that is not the reason. That is a
conpletely different issue, | don't have any
problemw th that. But for the voting issue,

di sagree that prison popul ation should be
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counted at all.

Second thing, | don't think that Lee
and St. Francis Counties should be split.
If they are split, one of the things
that | find when you have counti es who
are decreasing in popul ation, Lee County
has only 12,000 people. | don't see any reason
why Lee County can't be a solid county
in whatever district you put it in, as long
as -- ny concernis, | differ with Attorney
Daggett in ternms of the | aw

The State of Arkansas, if | understand,
and you can correct me, is still under the
Jeffers lawsuit. | nean, in ternms of the
Jeffers lawsuit, what | amsaying, it hasn't
been overturned, so it is still law. Now, if
it gets overturned, | can understand that it
is not law But | amsaying, it is law until
sonmebody challenges it and says it is not valid
anynor e.

And the only thing | am saying there
is, this Board has a responsibility of working
with certain nunbers to ensure certain mnority
districts. | amnot concerned about which

mnority district I amin. But | have a
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concern on how the districts are drawn. In Lee
County, in the Senate draft, Cak Forest,
Ri chl and, Spring Creek, Texas, and Hanpton are
either mgjority black townships -- occasionally
OGak Forest has voted to report every bl ack
rel evant candi date that has ever ran in
Lee County. What | noticed in the Senate
district plan, the four rural black majority
townships in Western Lee County are put
into 17.

Now, | ooking at your figure, 16 is a
65 percent black majority district, 17, |
think, is a 25 or 35 percent mnority, it is a
majority white district. So, what you did in
Lee County, you effectively split the county,
took the rural majority popul ati on of bl acks
and put themin a white district. You took the
netropolitan area, which is maybe around the 75
percent that he didn't -- he couldn't add up,
it is a msinformation that has been published
in the paper that says that Lee County is
75 percent black, when the city around it is 75
percent black. That is where the 75 percent
comes from

So, Lee County is 57 percent mpjority
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bl ack, so there is no reason that half the
bl ack rural popul ation should be put in
the white district under any circunstance,
because the town is majority black. W
concerns, like |I said, is how your plan is
drawn as it affects the counties wthin 16 and
17 in Lee County, how 52 and 51 is drawn in the
House district. And | amnot in contesting the
nunbers, | amjust tal king about where the
lines are.

And | agree with sone of the other
comments, that sonme of these counties --
| don't understand, over here in the delta, and
| agree with sone of these other people, these
counties are |losing population that you all are
splitting. Wen you have got 12,000 people in
a county, you can put themin any district,
because it is smaller than the district. Now,
if it was 35,000 people in the county, that
tells me mathematically, you have got to split
it. But when you have got dw ndling population
there, it is easier to conmpact snaller
popul ations into one district than to split
t hem because all of themare smaller than your

i deal nunbers.
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A coupl e of other coments. You do
not have all of the districts displayed,
and what | am saying now, and | think I
mentioned it to your staff person, he showed ne
on conputer, but to bring sone districts and
di splay them and not display themall, | don't
understand the rationale. Your maps that is
di spl ayed don't have any nunbers on them

So, that doesn't tell us anything, we are
just | ooking at a geographical area. And you
all draw districts on nunbers, basically. |
mean, | understand that geographic cones in,
but the nost inportant thing is the nunbers,
fromone man, one vote, and the racial and al
of that. He didn't have a conparative on his
conputer of the old districts and the new
districts. That kind of gives a person an idea.

He knows where he has been in the last ten

years, if he can see what the proposed
pl an does to him he kind of can ook at it and
see whether or not it is, you know, acceptable
or not.

And you are saying we can submt a
plan, but I would |ike to know, where can

a layman get these figures for the census?
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Because for sone reason, when | asked the
county clerks for the people, they say

they don't have any m nor breakdowns. Wen
am saying a m nor breakdown, you have

got to have a township nunber, or sinple
nunmeration districts figures to do a plan. And
so far, | haven't seen any official figures
avai | abl e from anybody in the county, you know,
locally. And so, | amjust saying, if we are
going to submt a plan, we need to have those
figures available locally.

And one other district, since | was
a person in the Jeffers lawsuit, Senate
District Nunmber Five, | don't live there, but
what concerns ne is, that district crosses two
rivers. And basically, you have got three, |
know at |east three different types of
communities involved in one Senate district,
and it is kind of like the gentleman sai d about
driving all day just to file.

The people in Phillips County have,
really, very little in conmmon with the people
west of the Wiite River. The people between
the White River and the Arkansas River, |

guestion what they have got to do with the
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people that live in Pine Bluff, which is south
of the Arkansas River. Do you understand what
| am sayi ng? You cross the Arkansas R ver that
takes in Pine Bluff, which is a netropolitan
area, then you have got that area of Arkansas
County between the two rivers, then you have
got Phillips County, which is east of the Wite
River. And it is kind of |like a situation down
in Snow Lake. Snow Lake is in Desha County,

| think, and them people have to drive al

the way back up to DeWtt to go down to the
county seat.

So, you understand what | am saying, it
kind of puts a difficulty on people crossing
three rivers sonetines. And if the senator is
fromPine Bluff, that neans you have got to go
hal fway across the state just to tal k about a
problem That is all | amsaying, and | am
saying that just as a comment. | don't live in
that district. But to cross two rivers to draw
up districts seens odd to ne. Thank you.

MR. LEO CH TMAN. Good evening. W
nanme is Leo Chitman. To the Reapportionnent
Commttee, | ama citizen of West Menphis,

Arkansas in Crittenden County. | have witten
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to the Apportionnment Board, and | want to say
in support of Attorney Reginald Robertson, who
is representing Crittenden County, that |
support the kind of observation he has

made, and to the extent |, too, was a part

of the 1990, when we were tal king about the

| awsuit, to that extent, as far as districts
are concer ned.

| want to be registered and on record that
| ampresent. | want to have a citizen's
participation for this. And | had nentioned to
the extent the with regards to Congressi onal
districts, both Senate and House, the state
districts, both House and Senate, as well as
other districts that you nmay not have, which
has to do with Justices of the Peace,

School Board districts, and Gty Council Boards
and precincts. That may not affect you, but we
are concerned, because we are tal king about
voting rights, one man, one vote, and so on.

So, | want to say to you, | want to be on
record, and we will be |ooking at those things
much further. | want to express to the
Secretary to the extent that | did receive from

the Attorney General's office correspondence to
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the extent that | had questions. The
turn-around tinme was so short, it affects some
of us that don't have the nmeans or the

conveni ences to do those things. Really, in
regard, | asked about the conputer program how
are we able to do it, how are we to get this
information? There were coments about that.

But | think that perhaps econom cally and
cost-w se, you talk about rights to do this,
but it also eludes the person that does not
have the neans to do it. So, | want to go on
record to say we will be looking. And I did
ask how many hearings will be had before you
adopt the plan? There was sonme response to
that extent. So, ny concern is, hopefully, we
will continue to have sone input and have sone
concerns.

Thank you very kindly for your attendance,
and | shall | ook closely and hopefully to have
sonme participation. Thank you so nuch

MR. MARK SM TH: Good evening. | am Mark
Smth from Marianna, Arkansas, and | amthe
chairman of the Lee County El ection Conmm ssion.

And | would like to echo, | believe what the

maj ority of people are saying is that |eave the
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counties and communities together. And
splitting Lee County nmakes it problematic for
ball ots for people to know what House they are
in, what House district, what Senate district.

And, you know, | just fully do not
under stand why you have to nake long districts
that span nultiple comunities and divide
communi ties when we don't have very nuch in
common with West Menphis, being in Mrianna,
Arkansas froma Senate district standpoint.

And it is just -- if there is any way that we
coul d keep those communities and counties

t ogether, we would very nuch appreciate it.
Thank you very nuch

ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYOR: Thank
you, Mark.

MR. EDDI E SCH EFFLER:. M nanme is Eddie
Schieffler, I ama resident of Phillips County,
serve on the Phillips County Quorum Court. And
| guess | was -- the one thing that | am
wondering, M. Hunphries, if the conmputer would
show in the Senate district, between Five and
16, how West Hel ena and Hel ena were divided, is
there away to show that in details?

ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYCR  Yes. W can
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zoom that in.

MR. EDDI E SCH EFFLER  And, you know,

to start off on the right foot, | appreciate
the fact that Phillips County is drawn in a one
House district. It has been a nightmare as far

as ballot variations have been in the last ten
years, because you have nultiple districts
drawn on difference bases, and as staff, | am
sure, is well aware, there have been |lawsuits
about where people live. And when you have to
go down a street and deci de which side of the
bl ock you are on, it is very confusing. So,
guess, by the detail, and it |ooks like --

ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYOR: Is that
det ai | ed enough?

MR. EDDI E SCH EFFLER: (Okay. Hel ena, West
Helena is in 16. GCkay. | could not ever
tell that fromthe maps that | have seen
before. | echo the simlar conmment about
Senate District Five, the fact that you are
covering two Congressional districts, you are
covering four judicial districts, you are
dividing parts of four or five counties there.

And, you know, how are the people going to

have a senator from Pine Bluff cone over to a
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fish fry in Marvell or Helena or wherever it
may be to tal k about issues that they have when
t hat person, as we are citizen |egislators has
to have a job, can take off work and travel two
hours to appear, and to represent the
constituents of that area? Wth the fact that
it appears to ne that somewhat Five and 23 are
protecting incunbency, but with the fact that
we have had a Constitutional anmendnment in
applying termlimts, that the protection of
i ncunbency would seemto be the public policy
of the state is | ess now because of the fact
that the people have spoken overwhel m ngly
agai nst having no limts on terns.

You know, there may be a period of ten to
20 years from now when we want to reverse what
we have voted on on that Constitutional
amendnent after the |egislature has gone
t hrough so many green horns that nobody knows
what is going on. But right now, protecting
i ncunbency does not seemto be a notivating
factor.

And to echo the other comment, the fact of
commonal ity of interest wwth Phillips County

and Jefferson County, crossing over Stuttgart
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and parts of Desha and Lincoln County are not
there. W are nore attuned with Lee County and
St. Francis County in our interest. And just
to give you an exanple, the National Wather
Service in Menphis nmet with our Quorum Court,
or asked us about comng up with a |ocation
to have a -- to cover a gap on their early
war ni ng system which exists in Mnroe,
Phillips, and Lee County.

And so, we got together with those county
j udges and are comng up with maybe a place to
have an early warning systemthere. But are we
going to be able to get sonebody from Pi ne
Bluff to cone and tell us, "Hey, | will take an
interest in that,"” when Monroe, Phillips, Lee
County, St. Francis County, already have those
bridges that are there, the comunity coll eges
that are there, there are people that travel in
Lee County and go to St. Francis and to
Phillips College back and forth. But | am not
awar e of anybody that drives, on a day cl ass
that goes to the college in Pine Bluff. And
don't think anybody from Pine Bluff drives to
the coll ege in Hel ena.

So, it really seens to be a stretch, and |
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guess | want to ask the question, after the
round of hearings a year ago, did anybody cone
up and say, "Pine Bluff and Hel ena want to be
together,” or "Phillips County and Jefferson
County want to be together because we share so
much in common"? It seens like that after it
was all said and done, that the scraps

were | eft and we had to fashi on sonet hing

to put together to say, "Well, we finished the
job.™ But in any of the factors, M. Reeves,
that you had nmentioned earlier, | don't see how
they fit together in Senate District Five.
Thank you.

MR B.T. COOPER. (Good afternoon. My nane
is Reverend B. T. Cooper, | ama citizen of St.
Francis County, | amthe president of the
St. Francis County Mnisters Alliance. And
am ki nd of troubled by sone of the things that
| have been hearing, and that is, people
not having things in common, you know. | think
t hat everybody that go to bed at night, they
sl eep. When they wake up in the norning, they
get up, they eat, they go to work.

And all of the representatives that | have

dealt with have had the concerns of all their
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constituents, regardless to how poor they were,
how weal thy they were. Because, in order to be
a representative of the people, then you nust
have all segments of the comunity at hand.
And | think that, also, another question that I
have is that | agreed wth partial novenent of
various drafts, and because, for one -- now,
before then, we had the drafting into the
Senate districts and the various appropriate
districts, and then people were confused for a
whil e on where they should
vot e.

But now peopl e basically know where
they are to vote. And so, why would you nake a
great drastic change to place voters right back
where they were before the | ast appropriation?
And | think that is very sensible not to try
to nove the lines all over everywhere. And if
and when the drafting and the final bill is
done, | think it would be of a great reliance
to the conmmunity and to all of the citizens
if we were to stop trying to do raci al
profiling for our own good.

Because, as | listen to people talk,

| hear different things within their speech.
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And it troubles nme, because | think that the
way that the bill has -- the way that the draft
has been drawn nowis that it was for the good
of the various districts. It my be sone pros
and sone cons, but | think in the end that al
of us should just sit down and just work these
out and not do things for selfish reasons.

And | think that you all are doing an
excellent job. And I can't speak for Pine
Bl uff, because | don't live there. But | can
speak for St. Francis County where | live. And
| think that our representatives, both senators
and representatives, have done a great job in
respecting their constituents and working for
the betternment of their behalf. And it
troubl es nme when people try to nmake it seem as
t hough that some are not doing a good job when
they are doing a great job. Thank you.

ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYOR: | see
Ben McGee coming to the m crophone.

MR. BEN McGEE: (Good evening. It
is a pleasure to be with you today. The
interesting thing about of all this discussion,
we have di scussed the Jeffers versus dinton

awsuit. But the lawsuit that really drives
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this is Smth versus dinton. You renenber
that one. That is the lawsuit that really
drives all of this. And within -- it is
interesting, as | sit back and listen to this
di scussion, it remnds nme of 1980 when we net,
and we cane to the reapportionnent hearing,
when every -- when the majority of the people
there were bitterly opposed to changi ng these
mul ti-menber districts. Sonme of the sane
people are in the roomtonight. It is kind of
i nteresting.

But the thing that has driven this
has been the fact that we have been -- it has
difficult for everybody to el ect
representatives and senators of their choice.
And let me tell you, it is inportant for young
people to be able to el ect sonebody that | ooks
like them It is inportant, it is very
i nportant. So, when people say, "Let's don't do
it this way," and "Let's do it another way,"
et me rem nd you of sonething.

In the last election, with Joe Harris
running for the Senate, a very conpetent
representati ve who had done an excellent job,

t he peopl e throughout that district, he ran in
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a mpjority white district, the people

t hroughout that district voted in the sane
manner they voted in 1980. The white
popul ation in the district voted al nost 90
percent against Joe Harris, the black
popul ati on voted al nost 90 percent for Joe
Harris.

So, | think it is inportant that you
understand that hasn't nuch changed over here
when people cone to voting, they still vote
along racial lines. It is a sad truth that we
have over here. And if we intend to be fair
about the representation, you do have to
consider drawming lines. Race is a factor and
commonality is a factor. For instance, Turrel
and Glnore, it is unbelievable that anyone who
is drawing a |ine today woul d consider |eaving
Turrell and G lnore out of the House district
in Crittenden County.

And | will tell you why. The people in
Turrell and Glnore do not go to Blytheville or
OCsceol a for the doctor, they do not go
to Blytheville to bank, they do not go to
Blytheville to receive -- to buy nedica

prescriptions. Al their tel ephone,
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everyt hing, works towards West Menphis
and Mari on.

So, in that House district, those people
should be with the people that they have
sonmething in common with socially -- and this
is part of the Suprenme Court deci sion,
socially, culturally, educationally. Those
t hi ngs shoul d be considered. Turrell and
G lnmore School District is in Crittenden
County, the -- all the Quorum Court nenbers
come to Marion for nmeetings. They don't go to
M ssi ssippi County. So, it is unthinkable that
t hose two towns shoul d not be added to the
maj ority black House district and include those
areas. It is unthinkable that they do not
include the rest of the county in the Senate
district.

| think Reginald probably has presented a
plan i ke that. And before | take ny seat, |
want to rem nd you of one thing, the sane
peopl e who filed those |awsuits, who brought
about these changes, have been here tonight to
testify. And | think it would be unrealistic
for you to not consider having those fol ks’

i nput heard. Because, you know, every |awsuit
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in the state has been |lost when it cane to
sonet hing dealing with desegregation or
integration. W have |ost every one of them

| made this argunent on the House fl oor.
noticed that in -- just now, recently, you have
got to pay about $10 or $12 nmillion
to attorneys who brought the | awsuit
chal  enging the way we fund a small school
district. We will be tired of lawsuits,
because we are | osing themand | osing them and
we are spending noney that the poor people of
this state could use.

So, | ask you -- no, | inplore you to keep
an open mnd and renmenber what got us in this
predi canent, and it hasn't changed, and you
have to consider that. Thank you for |istening
to ne.

ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYOR: And before
you |l eave, let nme ask for the record, how many
years did you serve in the Arkansas House of
Represent ati ves?

MR. BEN McGEE: 12.

ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYOR: 12. And
also, Turrell and Glnore is up here in this

northern part?
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MR. BEN McGEE: That is right.

ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYOR: And this
House is 55?

MR. BEN McGEE: 55.

ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYCR  And you
would Iike to see it in 547

MR. BEN McGEE: Yes. |t should be. Wll,
it should -- you should include it. See, it is
not even realistic to go to Cross County for
House District 54, and | wll tell you why. No
commonal ity. The people in Parkin and Wnne go
to Wnne for everything. They have absolutely
nothing to do with our county in a |large scale.
And | would venture to say that 95 percent of
t hose people bank in Cross County.

They have no relationship with Crittenden
County, socially, culturally, or educationally.
They have nothing in common. And it is
inmportant that we take in the rest of the
county. We have got three distressed school
districts in Crittenden County. It is Earle,
Earle and Crawfordsville. Probably Earle m ght
be off now But that is the commonality that
we have in the county, educationally, socially.

The people -- the people -- there are people
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in Earle that go to church in West Menphis, a
ot of them There are people in West Menphis
and Marion go to church in Earle.

It is just a lot in comon. And that
shoul d be kept together where possible. And |
t hi nk you could avoid a lot of hard feelings if
you woul d keep it together. | think it is
inmportant. And I think as we grow and mature,
maybe in the next ten years when we cone back
maybe it is tinme to | ook at color-blind
districts, but it is not tinme right now, | wll
be honest with you. | wish | could say
differently, but it is not. And I think in your
hearts you know that. | don't have to tell you
that. And | think we have to | ook at that.
Thank you, sir.

ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYCR  Thank you.
Let nme al so say sonething just for the audi ence
to understand. And | think it stands to
reason, but | amnot sure, | don't know
if everyone has thought this through. But it is
hard, our options are limted in redraw ng
t hese when the district is up agai nst another
state. So, Tennessee, M ssissippi, Mssouri,

there are just not that many places to go.

PETRE' S STENOGRAPH SERVI CE
(501) 834-2352




© 00 N o o A~ w N P

oo o o0 F F F B F F F F F F
aa A W N P O © 00 N o 0o M W N+, O

56

I f you are tal king about sonmething here in
Central Arkansas, you have got a lot -- you
have got all four sides of the district as
options to nold that clay with. But when you
get along this river and al ong the other
borders of the state, I amjust throw ng that
out for you all's thoughts, that it gets
increasingly difficult to divide sonetines.

Who el se has sonething to say? Yes, nma'am

M5. HOLLY BAXTER. | am Holly Baxter, | am
fromForrest City, and | am an Anerican
Governnent -- | amnot an actress.

MR. REEVES. Wy don't you just hold it?
You can just hold it. There you go.

M5. HOLLY BAXTER | am an American
Governnent teacher and | teach in Wnne. And
as we have been going through this, you know,
the teacher in ne, | amhere thinking, "This is
denocracy in action.” Can you inmagi ne being
fromother countries and trying to criticize
your elected officials and the people that have
tried to make up our voting districts? You
know, it is wonderful that we do have this
opportunity and the redistricting every

ten years.
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Now, fromthe point of view of an Anerican
Governnent teacher, when | teach voting, voting
is supposed to be sinple. But |I have heard al
t hese horror stories about people trying to go
vote. Well, they go to the wong pl ace because
they live on the other side of the street or
down wherever. And in ny opinion -- and

you need a wonan's oOpinion every once in

a while.

ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYCR | agree with
t hat .

SECRETARY OF STATE SHARON PRI EST: | agree
with that.

M5. HOLLY BAXTER  Voting should be easy,
and it should not be intimdating. W should
be able to be politically literate. And it
woul d be nuch easier if we did | eave St.
Francis County together, |eave Forrest City
together. Even for prograns where we have our
representative or a senator cone to speak, when
you have got your city or your school district
divided into all these other little parts and
you want to bring the representative in, well,
you know, | know who ny representative is, but

if you live over there, you have got another
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representative.

That confuses the kids. It confuses
t he adults, because | have been at the voting
preci ncts when they said, "They don't even have
that guy on there | want to vote for and |I have
been readi ng about himin the newspaper."” So,
my nessage is to take into consideration
keepi ng your communities together. And | agree
with -- oh, | amreally scared now, Senator
McGee, Representative?

ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYOR
Representati ve.

M5. HOLLY BAXTER  Honorable M. MCGCee,
that the comonality factors, you know, we want
to be on the sane team we are in the sane
community, sanme school, whatever, churches.

And if we can tal k about problens and try to
solve themas a unit, as opposed to being
scattered, we need as nuch power as we can get
over here in Eastern Arkansas. W need to
conmuni cate, and we need to work together.
Thank you.

ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYOR: Thank
you.

M5. JOYCE GRAY: (Good evening. M nane is
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Joyce Gray, | ama registered voter of
Crittenden County. And | have a coupl e of
guestions. M thanks. Your plan does not
include to provide us information on the voting
age over 18. Secondly, it doesn't give us the
detail of what precincts are in the plan.
Thirdly, there is three factors that the court
determined in formng the districts, one was
pol ari zation of any race, secondly, cracking
communities of interest, and third, packing,
joining whites -- too many whites in one
district.

ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYOR. On the --
to answer your questions. On the conputer
nodel , we have all of that information. W
woul d be glad to pull it up for you. Do
you want to see the voting age?

M5. JOYCE GRAY: Yes.

ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYOR: Wi ch
district, or howdistricts did you want to
see?

M5. JOYCE GRAY: District 22.

ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYOR: District 22?

M5. JOYCE GRAY: Senate District 22.

MR TIM HUVPHRI ES: Senate 227
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M5. JOYCE GRAY: Well, all districts
in 22.

MR TIM HUWPHRI ES: That is Senate
District 16.

ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYOR: 16

M5. JOYCE GRAY: 16

ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYCR: The new
proposed draft 167

MR. OLAN REEVES: The nunbers we
consi dered and the nunbers that are on
this chart is total population. That is that
we used under the Constitution to draw these
districts. So, voting age popul ation is
sonmet hing you can have, but it is not something
we used in drawing the districts. W only used
the total population. So, if you have a bunch
of little kids, they are still counted in here.
That is why inmates are counted, because they
are people and they live in that district.

Voting age is not sonething that we
take into consideration. W do straight
nunbers. W can give you the precincts, too.
We just didn't do themfor the draft plan
because the plans aren't final. And if we send

the precincts out and people think that is it,
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they will think they are in a district, and we
may change it and they are not. So, we didn't
give the precincts out, even to the clerk, |
don't think.

MR. LARRY CRANE: Were we were asked for
precinct information, we did furnish it to
t hem

MR. OLAN REEVES: Yes. |If we were
asked by specific people, we gave themto them
and we were asked soneti nes.

M5. JOYCE GRAY: But we can get that
i nformation?

MR. LARRY CRANE: Yes, absolutely.

MR TIM HUMPHRI ES: Yes.

MR. OLAN REEVES: Yes, you can, sure.

ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYCR: And in fact,
after we finish here --

MR. OLAN REEVES: W can show you

ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYOR: Yes. If we
want to maybe do so nore one-on-one tinme so we
don't take everybody's tine --

MR. OLAN REEVES: Sure.

ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYCR: -- to show
whoever wants to see precinct information

and all of the details of our software, it is
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totally open to the public.

MR. LEO DANJG | am Leo Danjo from Wnne,
and | ama representative in District 90. And
| have to rise to agree with ny mayor from
Parkin, Eda Claire, it was right on target, and
with Ben McCGee, what he said was right on
target, that Parkin is totally connected to
Wnne.

And | was county judge before | was State
Representative. And when |I ran for county
judge, Eda Claire and all of that bunch from
Parkin said, "Well, now, listen. Is Parkin
going to be a part of Cross County or are you
just going to be a Wnne judge?" So, | have
got to get up here and defend keeping Parkin in
Cross
County.

And if that will work, Larry, you know, I
conplinment your staff for the work they have
done, they have worked very hard for me trying
to get these things done. And if | have the
nunbers correct, if District 90 was totally
Cross County and totally Wodruff County, |ike
| have Whodruff County in totality on the new

pl an, that would put nme at 4.7 sonmething on the
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plus side. So, that district would be okay.

And | believe, | tried to | ook at the
nunbers on Kevin Goss and Steve Jones, and
| think with just alittle bit of shuffling,
they would -- | think Kevin and Steve woul d
| ack about 14, or sonething like that, being up
wi th enough population. And if that would
work -- we never |ooked at that possibility,
Larry, when we were | ooking at that thing, but
| believe that you m ght be able to do that by
doi ng what Ben said, going up and taking
Glnore and Turrell, and then giving -- giving
me back -- in District 57, give ne back all of
Cross County, and | eave Wodruff County j ust
like it is.

Those nunbers are going to be so close
that | believe you can nake those work. And
that involves, also, Representative Eason,
whi ch you have already done, you have al ready
taken sone of his district to give to
Representative Jones, but | believe that would
work. And if it would, what | would -- | would
like to ask you to do that.

And | know that you have worked very hard

and changed that thing a bunch of tines.
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And t hese people don't know how nuch tinme you
all have spent on it, and you have really

wor ked, and | appreciate that. But if you could
do that, I would be the happiest representative
in the House of Representatives. Thank you.

ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYOR  Thank you

SECRETARY OF STATE SHARON PRI EST: Now, if
we coul d just nmake the other 99 happy.

MR. JOE BAKER M nane is Joe Baker, | am
from West Menphis. First of all, attenpts at
unity and finding a reasonable solution are
al ways to be appl auded, of course. Wen we can
wor k t oget her above our partisan preference,
above our religious preference, above our
raci al identification, Arkansas w ns.

| think it is noteworthy that we have, for
20 years, been looking for solutions to poverty
in the delta. The fractionalization of the
delta politically has a bearing on the
fractionalization of the econom cs of the
delta, and I think we need to keep that in
mnd. And | know that you all heard fromthe
fol ks in Randol ph and Law ence County earlier
in the day and you have heard from plenty of

peopl e here saying, "Let's try to mnimze the
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fractionalization of counties." |
whol eheartedly believe in that.

Frank Barton and others have referred
to voting machi ne probl ens, voter confusion
and so forth, and I will not go back to
that again. | agree with Ben McGee' s statenent
that Turrell and Gl nore need to be a part of
Crittenden County. They are.

| think that, you know, one neasure,
and one mani festation of the political
fracturing of Eastern Arkansas is, you can | ook
at Western Arkansas where you have generally a
better | evel of econom c progress and soci al
progress, and you can see, | think, |ess
fractionalization of the counties than you do
in Eastern Arkansas. And gerrymanderi ng,
whet her you are a history teacher or whatever
your role may be, gerrymandering is always
probl emati c and subject to condemati on.

| note that when | went to the State
Capitol Building, the fractionalization of
Crittenden County is so bad that, you know, you
go in and you see a picture of Johnson County,
where | used to live, and you see pictures of

ot her sections of Arkansas in the cafeteria
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down in the basenent. You don't see a picture
of West Menphis, you don't see a picture of a
| ot of these counties that are fractionalized.
And you m ght say, "So what?" But | think it
is a manifestation of the political fracturing
t hat we have been through.

| substantially endorse the conments
of Frank Barton on the Senate districts.
| endorse the comments of trying to make
a mni mum nunber -- or trying to give
Crittenden County a nore cohesive political
vote in Little Rock to the House districts. And
| would like at this point, if it is
perm ssible, just for your edification, to ask
the fol ks who are in substantial support of the
comments offered by Frank Barton to raise your
hands.

AUDI ENCE: (I ndicating.)

M5. JOE BAKER  Thank you very nuch

MR. REEVES: Anybody el se? Representative
Jones?

MR. STEVE JONES: Thank you, Butch. It is
good to see you, Ceneral, Secretary Priest. |
want to first comment on your staff. They have

been excellent to work with, they have been
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pretty forthright when you have asked for
information. And | just want to tell you |
know that it is a tough position that they
have. | went to -- one reason | am here right
now is just to comment on the district, the
i ssue that Representative Danjo raised
affecting 54 House District. And actually,
former Representative Ben McCee spoke to it
al so.

| have spoken with one of the mayors
in one two of the towns affected, Turrell and
G I nore and the school superintendent.
And while they are pleased with the
representation, | nean, Representative Goss has
done a good job, nost of what they have in
common is Crittenden County. And | have spoken
with them and you have heard fromthe mayor of
Parkin here this evening, and I amsure that --
| want to tell you, I would do a good job of
representing you if | was re-elected, but
Turrell and G lnore have a ot nore in conmon
with the people who are in existing District 54
than those who are in Parkin. And | just want
to tell you that |I hope you woul d consi der that

alteration, also. Thank you.
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ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYCR  Thank you.
MR. OLAN REEVES: Thank you. Ckay.
We appreciate you being here. M. Pryor
and Ms. Priest have a few cl osing conments.
But |like they said earlier, we hope to have a
final plan out by Labor Day, so that we can get
it going.
MR, JOSEPH PERRY, JR : What is the
deadline for submtting proposals to the
Boar d?
MR. CLAN REEVES: You can submt themfrom
now to Labor Day. Keep going.
MR TIM HUWPHRI ES: But as soon as
possi bl e, pl ease.
MR. OLAN REEVES: Yeabh.
UNI DENTI FI ED MAN:  Are there going to
be some nore hearings where you can put input?
MR. OLAN REEVES: Yes. W are having
t hree hearings Thursday, Pine Bluff, El Dorado,
and Hope. Next Tuesday in Hot Springs, and
next Thursday in Little Rock.
UNI DENTI FIED MAN:  No, | nmean, in
this area?
MR. COLAN REEVES: No. We will not be back

to this town or this area. No, sir.
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MR. LARRY BROMN: May | nmake a conment ?

MR. OLAN REEVES: Sure, go ahead. Ckay.

MR. LARRY BROMN: My nane is Larry Brown,
| amfromhere in Forrest City. My only concern
is, one, and it cane up earlier, and | just
wanted it for the record, is that | need
somet hing conclusive in regards to the prison
popul ati on, because your nunbers can be bogus
wi th those prisoners being counted, as
M. Perry said earlier, even down.

You said it is on a sliding scale,
where does the scale start and where does the
scal e stop? W need to have sone definitive,
so that mayors and city councils will be able
to say -- like in Forrest City, we have 2,200
federal prisons, it will make a difference in a
ward if we go out here -- our wards can be
somewhere around 3,500, 3,700 people per ward
with the prison. So, we need to know and have
sonmething in witing fromsoneone that is
definitive so that we will know what way to go
and how to go.

The other thing is, is | appreciate
all your hard work. | hel ped draw maps

ten years ago, and I knowis it a difficult

PETRE' S STENOGRAPH SERVI CE
(501) 834-2352




© 00 N o o A~ w N P

oo o o0 F F F B F F F F F F
aa A W N P O © 00 N o 0o M W N+, O

70

task and it is hard to make everybody happy. |
know you won't meke everybody happy, you won't
make nme happy, and there is a | ot of other
peopl e you won't make happy. All | can say is,
try to do the best that you can. And as | | ook
at it, we can say gerrymandering here,
gerrymandering there. But as | | ook at the
Senate districts, all of themare all over the
pl ace.

So, | know you can find out -- and | know
how difficult it is. Just keep up the good
work. Try to use good commpn sense and do a
good job, House districts and Senate districts,
and take into respect whatever the lawis, and
try to make sure that you apply that. And |
think we will all, you know, be able to deal
with it. But it is not going to be a way to
make nme happy or nmeke people from Marion or
Crittenden County happy. Just do whatever you
can to make it right.

ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYOR: M. Brown,

t hank you for saying that. Let nme give you a
coupl e of thoughts. That Ti m Hunphries has
kind of offered his unofficial opinion,

guess, and then w thout the benefit of having,
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you know, to refresh his nenory on how t he
sliding scale works when it conmes to draw ng
the city lines, et cetera, but |let ne suggest
that you may want to check in with the
Muni ci pal League, because they -- this is
totally in their bailiw ck, and probably, they
will be glad to give you an opinion.

Anot her thought would be to ask the
Attorney Ceneral for an opinion, an official
Attorney Ceneral's opinion. You can have one
of our State Representatives do that, and we
woul d be glad to try to give you sone officia
gui dance on that. And we do that kind of thing
alot. So, that mght be better comng from
the Attorney Ceneral's office, rather than the
Apportionnment Board, because that seens to be
nore in our line of work. Thank you.

M5. RUTH TRENT: M/ name Ruth Trent, and |
amthe county clerk at Crittenden County. And
from-- if we do have to split up a town or
sonet hing, | would ask you that you please try
to consider at |east the precincts, because we
have got one precinct in West Menphis that you
will only go two or three streets and there is

a different Senate, a different JP, | nean,
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a different rep district. And it is like four
or five conbinations, you know, on ballots, on
el ection ballots. And it does create an awf ul
| ot of confusion.

You know, we have got these books and
you have got yellow |lines everywhere and
everyt hing, and people do get very confused.
So, please try to consider to keep it as sinple
as you can, because if -- you know, | don't
want to di senfranchi se anybody. But | don't
want the voters to be so confused on el ection
day that they don't have any idea. But they
do -- they really do get upset when they don't
know where to go to vote. Thank you

ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYCR  Thank you.

SECRETARY OF STATE SHARON PRI EST: Anybody
el se?

AUDI ENCE: (No response.)

SECRETARY OF STATE SHARON PRI EST: Ckay.
Just as closing comments, let ne -- the
qguestion was asked earlier where people can get
information by precinct or by census track.
That information is available fromthe
State Data Center at UALR, and they do have a

website, and | believe that information is on
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their website. The other thing is, | know that
counties and cities have been using -- the
guestion was asked sonet hing about the
sof twar e.

We have made the software avail abl e,
and we have three people who are working with
cities and counties to help with JP and wards,
drawi ng those new districts. So, we are nmaking
that available to people. W also have, at
several of the universities -- and sonebody
hel p me, | know Fayetteville.

MR. OLAN REEVES: UALR

MR TIM HUMPHRI ES: UALR

SECRETARY OF STATE SHARON PRI EST: It
is now Fayetteville and UALR We did have
several other universities that were involved
and had the --

UNI DENTI FI ED MAN:  There are al so sone
private firnms that do that.

SECRETARY OF STATE SHARON PRI EST: A
little plug for the private firnms that do that.

But the hardware -- or software that we

are using is ArkView and autoBound. And it may
be expensive for a county or a city to buy, but

we do have it and we have nade it avail able for
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counties and cities in the reapportionnment
office. And | guess, again, | have to
reiterate that these lines are not drawn in
concrete. This is a draft plan that was
presented. W had to get the plan out there to
try to neet the timetable, or this is sonething
that could just go on and on and on.

And frankly, the three of us who serve on
the Board of Apportionment are elected. It is
our goal to nake as many people as happy as we
can, not the other way around. W -- | nean, we
have worked to that end. That is the
instruction that we have given our staff. And
that is why they have spent hours and hours and
hours working with |egislators and county
j udges and mayors and citizens who have been
interested. They have spent hours doing that
so that we can try to please as many peopl e as
possible in the process. That is our goal.

| can tell you, we will take your
suggestions, we will go back to the draw ng
board. W don't feel that we have a nonopoly
on good ideas. W also are aware that there
are sone ideas that we maybe haven't thought of

or haven't been brought to our attention. O
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sonmetinmes you just get to looking at it and you
can't see where else things can go. That is
why we are having these public hearings, that
is why it is inportant you were here tonight.
And that is why it is inmportant that you
partici pated tonight.

So, | would like to thank you for
taking tinme out of your busy schedul es
to be here and to participate in this wonderful
state that we have, and this wonderfu
denocracy, that we are one of the very few
countries that have it. Thank you

ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYOR: | want
to thank you all for being here. | prom se
you, we are listening, and | don't ever
want you all to think that we are not. A |ot
of good suggestions here, a lot of information
we have to take back and process and work
t hrough, and | ook at other districts around the
state and see what we can do, but certainly
good i nformation, good input.

We appreciate you all being here. Frankly,
this is hard work and this is a task that is
not easy and it is not pleasant, because we

have to nmake hard decisions all the tine on
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t hese maps, but the reason we are doing it is
for you and for our denocracy to work. And |
appreciate all of you all's input, | appreciate
all of your tinme and your attention. And |
just appreciate that you are here and that you
cared enough to conme out and take a few hours
out of your busy schedules to be here, because
it is inportant.

And | just want to thank you very much for
havi ng us. Thank you for the college here
hosting us. W appreciate it. Very nice
facility. And with that, the neeting is
adj ourned. Thank you.

(WHEREUPON, at 7:35 p.m, the taking
of the above-entitled proceedi ng was

concl uded.)

SI G\N- I N SHEETS.

PETRE' S STENOGRAPH SERVI CE
(501) 834-2352




MAPS.

PETRE' S STENOGRAPH SERVI CE
(501) 834-2352

77




FRANK G BARTON ATTACHVENT.

PETRE' S STENOGRAPH SERVI CE
(501) 834-2352

78




79

CERTI FI CATE

STATE OF ARKANSAS )
) SS.:
COUNTY OF PULASKI )

|, DONNA K. PETRE, Certified Court
Reporter and notary public in and for the County of
Pul aski, State of Arkansas, duly conm ssioned and acti ng,
do hereby certify that the above-entitled proceedings
were taken by nme in Stenotype, and were thereafter
reduced to print by neans of conputer-assisted
transcription, and the same truly, and correctly reflects
t he proceedi ngs had.

WHEREFORE, | have subscribed ny signature
and affixed ny notarial seal as such notary public at the
Cty of Little Rock, County of Pul aski, State of
Arkansas, this the 26th day of July, 2001

DONNA K. PETRE, CCR
NOTARY PUBLIC I N AND FOR
PULASKI COUNTY, ARKANSAS
LS CERTI FI CATE #125

My Conmi ssi on Expires:
August 4, 2010.

PETRE' S STENOGRAPH SERVI CE
(501) 834-2352




